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This Week in NYC 


"Festival of American Thea- 
tres" project of Lincoln Center Rep- 
ertory Theatre was announced by Ro- 
bert Whitehead, managing director . 
Four or five university and communi- 
ty theatre productions, scouted as the 
most exciting of the year throughout 
the country, will be presented each 
year for a six to eight week season 
in the 300 seat playhouse adjacent to 
the 1100 seat repertory theatre. Dur- 
ing the rest of the year,while the lar- 
ger theatre is presenting product - 
ions in repertory with the theatre 's 
company, the smaller theatre will 
present experimental productions by 
directors and actors not signed to the 
repertory staff, 


Plays 


Sunday in New York a new 
Norman Krasna comedy to be dir- 
ected by Garson Kanin, presented 
by David Merrick Nov 20 at Cort 
«--Simone , Ben Hecht's adaptat - 
ion of Lion Feuchwanger's novel, 
to be staged by Harold Stone, pro- 
duced by Norman Twain, featur - 
ing 18 year old Jenny Hecht, Nov 
29...First Love to be directed by 
Alfred Lunt, starring Elizabeth Ber- 
gner Dec 13 at Morosco . 


Drama Desk 


Norman Nadel, Columbus, 
Ohio, Citizen- Journal drama edit- 
or and critic for 14 years,succeeds 
Frank Aston, World Telegram & 
Sun, who has been named travel 
and resorts editor of paper. 


Special Events 


The Time of Your Life is 
being presented at free outdoor per- 
formances at Forest Park, Queens, 
NYC by American Repertory Thea- 
tre,Gordon Phillips director, Dr. 
Albert Glassover producer Aug 25- 
Sept 2, 


Niccollo and Nicollette an 
English children's play will be pre- 
sented for free outdoor matinee 
performances at Wollman Rink, Cen- 
tral Park Aug 30-Sept 10 by Equity 
Library Theatre for Children- NY 
Shakespeare Festival. Lee Foley 
director. 


NYC Calendar 


Richard II- Wollman Rink- 
Central Park- 8/28. NY Shakes - 
peare Festival presents third and 
last free outdoor production of the 
season, Directed by Gladys Vaug- 
han with Ben Hayes, J D Cannon, 
Frank Farmer. 


Players 


Hal March returned to 
Come Blow Your Horn after one 
month's vacation,Julius La Rosa 
subbed... Wendy Warren signed 
as understudy to Anna Maria Al- 
berghetti, Carnival... Patricia 
Finch replaced Mony Dalmes, The 
Unsinkable Molly Brown... Al - 
bert Linville left Do Re Mi fora 
role in Let It Ride... British star 
Richard Johnson to make NY de - 
but in The Complaisant Lover... 
Elizabeth Fraser to be featured 
in Blood, Sweat and Stanley Poole 
-.-.Loring Smith to cO—star in 
The Gay Life. 


Tickets 


The Caretaker to offer 
$1 second balcony tickets at Lyce- 
um Oct 4,and Kean will offer $l 
balcony tickets at Broadway Nov 2, 


Broadway Business 


Variety again reports con - 
tinued increase in business at all 
shows with sellouts at-- Carnival, 
Mary Mary, Sound of Music. 


Legal Dept 


NY City Council bill to 
abolish 5% city admission tax in- 
troduced ,and referred to finance 
committee, 


Theatre TV Notes 


"PM" East" to consider 
"Understudies" Aug 29 on WNEW- 
TV(NY) ...The Power and The 
Glory two hour tape to be shown 
Oct 29 on CBS TV...WNTA- TV 
(NY) may re-run "Play of theWeek" 
telecasts in Sept with nightly chan- 
ge in bill, 


Off Broadway 


The Tender Trap presented 
three nights of previews and set its 
official opening for Aug 25...Irving 
Maidman to build two more 149 seat 
playhouses on W 42nd St, between 
9th & 10th Av, for a total of five... 
Ghosts major cast changes due to 
a "new directorial concept" by David 
Ross include -Leueen McGrath for 
Carmen Mathews, Carrie Nye for Kay 
Doubleday, Michael Wager for Warren 
Finnerty, 


Nancy Wickwire to star in 
The Thracian Horses...Gerald Hi- 
ken to be featured in One Way Pen- 
dulum...David Canary signed for 
leading role in Hi Paisano. ... 
Saeed Jaffrey replaced Bhaskar , 
King of the Dark Chamber, who is 
stage dancers in South African pro- 
duction ot Tagore drama. 


Theatre Record Notes 


Subways Are for Sleeping 
original cast album to be made by 
Columbia Records, $1 million film- 
record deal with Frank Sinatra can- 
celled by David Merrick , Former 
wanted $250,000 down and rest dur- 
ing run..."Rodgers and Hart Re - 
visited" Spruce LP album produced 
by Ben Bagley features Dorothy Lou- 
don, Charlotte Rae, Danny Meehan, 


Theatre Film Notes 


Sidney Lumet to direct 
Long Day's Journey Into Night 
film,,.Sean O'Casey six volume 
autobiography film rights acquired 
by Sextant, Inc, 


Theatre Book Notes 


"Alec Guiness: An Illustrated 
Study of Sir Alec's Work for Stage 
and Screen" by Kenneth Tynan pub - 
lished by Macmillan ($3.75). 
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The Devils-London- Watts, Post, praised Royal Shakes- 
peare Theatre production at Aldwych of John Whiting's dramat- 
ization of Aldoux Huxley's ' The Devils of London" as an arrest- 
ing drama marred by its excess of physical horror, Production 
staged by Peter Hall captures with unusual persuaviness the 
atmosphere of witch hunts in 17th century France. Richard 
Johnson is brilliant, though NY critic was slightly unhappy over 
Virginia McKenna's portrayal. Third act devoted to explicit 
account of torture methods distorts the play. But author, rep - 
resented Off Broadway by Marching Song, was tabbed by Post 
critic as a dramatist with interesting ideas. intelligence, imag - 
ination and high ideals, 


The Bishop's Bonfire-London- Aston, World Telegram 
& Sun, cheered new Sean O'Casey play at Mermaid, With 
O'Casey cunning , seemingly inconsequental happenings are 
strung together in convulsive fashion. WTS Man recommend- 
ed that entire London cast be imported for an possible NYC 
showing. 


Doctor Faustus-Edinburgh-8/21. Trewin, Times , 
filed a mild pro vote on the Old Vic production of the Mar - 
lowe classic at the opening of the Edinburgh Festival, Peter 
Hall director with Paul Daneman, Michael Goodliffe, Walter 
Hutt. Production comes so us as two high peaks with a rough 
valley between, he commented. All is well when Faustus is 
summing the powers of darkness, all is well at the last when 
Marlowe's verse reaches the apostrophe to Helen of Troy 
and the awe and terror of the magician's end, But midway 
British critic blamed the padding and decorating of the in - 
termediate scenes, 


National Catholic Theatre Conference Opens 


1200 delegates registered at 25th annual National 
Catholic Theatre Conference Aug 23-26 at NYC Statler 
Hilton and Sheraton-Atlantic Hotels, In addition to attend- 
ing lectures, workshops and demonstrations, groups saw 
Camelot, Sound of Music and As You Like It at Stratford 
Conn, 


"The Christian Image of Immortal Man" was the 
topic of the keynote address by Mshr John J. Dougherty, 
Seton Hall, NJ, Univ. Theatre needs creativity more than 
imitation and mimicry, he stated, The plays of the past must 
not put us in chains, they must give us wings. We must first 
comprehend the image ot man in the height, breadth and depth 
of the Christian theology before we can make his theatre 
image exciting. Always there must be compassion for man, 
for all men. 


Three Broadway critics and producers blamed the 
public for the current low state of theatre at the Alpha Gam- 
ma Omega "Review and Previews of 1961-62"session, John 
Gassner, Harold Clurman and Robert Whitehead blamed the 
ticket buyers for conformity in buying "safe" productions, 
Gassner could see no general improvement in the theatre un- 
til potential audiences are trained for taste and critical 
thought. He does expect a continued growth of educational 
theatre by producers willing to present provocative theatre 
of the past and present. Clurman denied that theatre is 
merely "entertainment,'' it must be expression, commun- 
ication, anda dialogue between author, audience and actors, 
Most plays today say nothing but blah, blah, blah- with colors- 
Clurman concluded, Whitehead believes public must make 
government leaders aware that they consider theatre as an 
important natural resource, Until this is done he also could 
see no improvement in current theatre. 


DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS-British Report 


THEATRE 


BOOK 


COMMENTS 


'Five Plays " by John O'Hara (Random House $5) 
rated by Taubman, Times, as amusing and stimulating 
in book form, The Farmers Hotel, The Searching Sun, 
The Champagne Pool, Veronique, and The Way it Was 
--are scripts submitted to Broadway producers but 
néver produced, O'Hara's gift for placing people under 
his microscope, for making them talk, act and feel, illum- 
inates his plays as it does his novels, comments Times 
drama critic... Poore, Times, also approved of the volume, 
The book has two unexpected pleasures, book reviewer list- 
ed--the first is to see what a good O'Hara story looks like 
when it's stripped down to excellent dialogue, the second 
is to cast eh play mentally as you read along. 


JOHN WULP, director and co-producer of Red 
Eye of Love, would like to break new ground for other 
playwrights,he told Little, Herald Tribune. He would 
like to ideally be able to put on the play of any respected 
writer who came to him with one, without reading it be- 
forehand, Three one act plays by poets will be present- 
ed by Wulp Mons in Sept at the Provincetown, plays by 
Frank O'Hara, Kenneth Koch, George Wilson, 


INTER - 
VIEW 


HI-LITES 


PAUL GREGORY, producer of The Captains and 
the Kings, marked his fellow producers as a bunch of 
brokers with the exceptions of Kermit Bloomgarden, the 
Theatre Guild and one other, he told Cleaves, World 
Telegram & Sun, Their ‘motive is greed, naked greed , 
They are in it for the glory and the money, they have no 
talent, they have never had one creative urge, they are 
just using the theatre, If the producers ever form an 
organization to help audiences he will join. 


NYC 


FUTURE 


CALENDAR 


Pirates of Penzance-Phoenix 9/6... Cockeyed Kit- 
Actors Play 9/13...1 Want You- Maidman 9/14...Happy 
Days-Cherry Lane 9/17... Misalliance-Sher Sq- 9/19... 
One Way Pendulum-East 74 9/18...Greek Tragedy Thea- 
tre- City Center 9/19... Opening of a Window- T. Marquee- 
9/20...Ghosts- 4th St- 9/21... High Fidelity- Ambassador- 
9/25...O Marry Me- Gate 9/25... From the Second City- 
Royale 9/26...Hi Paisano-York 9/27...4th Ave North- 
Mad Av 9/27... Thracian Horses-Orpheum 9/27... Purlie 
Victorious-Cort 9/28... Corn is Green- Masters 9/30 


Sap of Life- 1 Sher Sq- 10/2...Sail Away-Broad- 
hurst 10/3... The Caretaker-Lyceum 10/4,.. Blood, Sweat 
& Stanley Poole- Morosco 10/5... Clandestine on the Morn- 
ing Line- 10/5... Let It Ride- O Neill -10/6,.. Milk &Horey- 
Beck 10/10,,, Everybody Loves Opal-Longacre 10/ll...How 
to Succeed- 46th St 10/14,.. All In Love- 4ist St 10/16... 
The Maid's Room- Booth 10/18... Diff'rent- Mermaid-10/18 
Cook for Mr General- Playhouse 10/19... Kwamina - 
54th St 10/23... Yves Montand- Golden -10/24,... Look 
We're Come Through-Hudson 10/25. 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


WILLIAMS ABROAD.,..Rio critics attacked themes and 


performances of Actors Studio members of New 
York Repertory Theatre, Times reports, One 
detailed his disgust with subject matter, another 
thought plays were the worst things a US company 
could present, Cast members fared better with 
their production of I Am A Camera than they did 
with Sweet Bird of Youth and Suddenly Last Sum - 
mer...NY drama critics were not very sympath- 
etic with the author, All Williams’ has had in re- 
cent years is wounded feelings and a few million 
dollars, sighs Chapman, News, While Watts, Post, 
is not sure of the sincerity of the Brazilian re- 
viewers who used Williams as a springboard for 
expressing alarm over North American decad - 
ence, 


WELCOME NADEL..!'Hello Sucker and Welcome" was 


the headline greeting to Norman Nadel, new World 
Telegram & Sun critic,from Chapman, News, The 
Legion of the Damned has a new recruit. 


"PARADISE" RAVE,...A Masterpiece at Jones Beach is 


super-pro vote of News editorial on Paradise Is- 
land . Jointly produced by Guy Lombardo and 
Robert Moses it boasts a brilliant cast. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...$1 balcony tickets for The 


Caretaker hailed as good news for those who 
Tove the theatre and just can't afford the ever- 
rising tab by Lapole, Journal American... 

Paul Muni was urged to return to NY stage to 
do the great roles of the great classics by Cole- 
man, Mirror.,..An immediate White House conf- 
erence on the place of government support for 
the arts suggested by Kastendieck, Journal Am- 
erican,.. Best wishs for a fresh start given to 
East 74th St program of Phoenix by Chapman , 
News. Group has shown brillance at times, but 
often has done shoddy work, 


COLUMN TIPS.,..Jean Cocteau being sued for libel by 


Jerome Kilty for remarks made about latter's 
adaptation of Dear Liar, hears Winchell, Mirror 
.»«-Dodsworth musical version with score from 
unpublished songs of Jerome Kern being consid- 
ered by Morton DaCosta, tips Watt, News... Mich- 
ael Howard, director, tried to save Between Two 
Seasons tryout at Westport, Conn, but couldn't, 
whispers Kilgallen, Journal American, 


"LIVING" PRIZE QUALIFIED...Research Prize Award 


of Paris' "Theatre of the Nations Festival" to 
NYC Living Theatre should not be interpreted as 
the unqualified approval of the critics, either of 
the plays that they presented in Paris or of the 
manner in which they were presented, explains 
Lenoir, Christian Science Monitor (Paris.) The 
general impression of the jury, of which Lenoir 
was a member, was that The Connection was a 
play of unquestionable documentary interest but a 


pretty poor evening's theatre, while if Many Loves 
by William Carlos Williams presented the work of 


"one of the greatest poets in America" as the 
program asserted, it must have been written in 
one of his weaker moments, 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


Two way communication between Broadway and the 
rest of the theatre activity in America took a gigantic stride 
with the truly exciting announcement of "Festival of Amer- 
ican Theatres" project at the Lincoln Center Repertory 
Theatre. The opportunity for recognition and advancement 
of the creators of the top university and community theatre 
in the nation's new Lincoln Center showcase will finally be 
put on a put-up or shut-up basis, After a season or two in 
which a dozen of the best local originated productions have 
been presented in NYC, it will be easy to see how the talent, 
quality and taste of Outer Broadway theatres compares with 
Broadway and Off Broadway. New York's critics and theatre 
goers trained to accept the best in professional production 
will be a very stern audience for some out-of-town groups 
that have been thriving on yesterday's reputation. Those 
who met the challenge successfully will be able to move 
swiftly ahead . 


* * 


$1 tickets to two forthcoming Broadway plays may 
solve one of the strangest paradoxes of the current status 
illness effecting play-going in NYC. The $2.30 and $3 bal- 
cony seats have been going unsold to Broadway's hits, often 
making the difference between a show continuing or not. The 
$1 ducats for The Caretaker and Kean will end the excuse 
of expense to procrastinators who joyfully explain at length 
why they no longer attend theatre. Theatre buffs might 
even be prepared with a few extra $l tickets in their wallets 
to silence the next complainer. 


* 


For all the justified blame heaped on the Broadway 
producers, they can never be found quility of open warfare 
on each other's box-office, This is a complaint heard time 
and time again in the fight for audiences between college 
and community theatres located in the same area, between 
professional and non-professional theatres, and between 
semi-professional and amateur theatres. As the theatre 
industry lacks an over-all promotion and/or educational 
plan, it is assumed by each out-of-town producer that 
there is slight chance of increasing the number of theatre 
goers in his area, Thus the only available ticket buyers 
are on the lists of the other theatres in the area. Instead 
of all the college, community, church, amateur organizat- 
ions in an area combining efforts in an educational camp- 
aign to increase patronage among their current subscribers, 
and of evolving methods of gaining new ticket buyers, the 
competition is attacked by presenting the same kinds of 
plays,etc. This problem has been completly ignored by 
all organizations devoted to encouraging theatre. By clos- 
ing their eyes to this major problem they hope it will die 
and go away. 


* * 


Kennedy Family At Theatre Record Keepers Dept: 
Mrs John Kennedy attended Sail Away in Boston, and told 
author Noel Coward she thought the play was wonderful . 
With this kind of a quote, who needs the NYC reviews, 


* 
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OUTER 


BROADWAY 


THEATRE 


LETTER 


College Theatre 


Univ of Minn Centennial 
Showboat season concludes Aug 27 
with Bloomer Girls. 


Ford Grants 


85 directors, playwrights , 
poets and novelists who ‘have won 
Ford Foundation grants convened 
in NYC to help W. McNeil Lowry , 
director of Humanities & Arts, 
and staff assess the past two years 
work, $1, 750,000 total has been 
given to theatre projects. 


AETA Confab 


Late Program Note: "Thea- 
tre USA-Do It Yourself" is topic of 
Aug 28 AETA luncheon at Waldorf 
Astoria, NYC with Nina Vance (Alley 
Theatre ), Jules Irving (Actors Work- 
shop), Norris Houghton (Phoenix Thea- 
tre), Ted Mann (Circle in the Square ), 
Joe Papp (NY Shakespeare Festival ), 
Kenneth Graham (Tyrone Guthrie 
Theatre. ) 


Community Theatres 


Mummers Theatre, Oklahoma 
City, Okla, Mack Scism director, plans 
next season to increase its profession- 
al staff, build audiences and plan to a 
future in which professional actors-- 
four to five to start-can be permanent- 
ly attached to the 290 seat- 12 year oMd 
theatre,he told Little ,Herald Trib - 
une, Planned new Oklahoma City Univ, 
theatre center wing might be to the detri- 
ment of the semi-professional theatre 
which has a trained professional staff, 
a loyal audience,a policy, a history of 
achievement and a reason for being . 
All this is too valuable an assest for 
the city to shunt aside, comments NY 
drama reporter. 


High School Theatre 


Scarsdale, NY, High School 
cast of Our Townreturned to US after 
18 performances during 7 week Europ- 
ean visit, John Hemmerly director . 
Group gave report and performance 
at Secondary School Theatre Confer- 
ence, NYC, Full houses were at the 
free performances in Sweden, Den - 
mark, Germany, Netherlands, England, 
But little publicity was given their Po- 
lish two day visit, and audiences were 
sparse, 


Shakespeare 


Margaret Phillips subbing 
for Jessica Tandy, Macbeth at 
Stratford, Conn, due to recurrence 
of back injury of latter, Understudy 
Lois Kibbee played role for several 
days until Philips was ready. 


Stratford, Ont, Shakespeare 
Festival concluded two one week 
seminars.,..1961 Tyrone Guthrie 
Awards presented at Stratford, Ont, 
to Lewis Cordon, actor', Thomas 
Bohdantzky, stage manager; and 
Sophie Martin, milliner, 


Church Drama 


The Children of Light and 
the Children of Darkness modern 
version of a miracle play written 
and directed by Elizabeth Pool was 
presented at Dublin, NH, Community 
Church vesper services, 


Summer Playhouses 


Elitch Gardens, Denver, con- 
cludes season Aug 31 with Little 
Mary Sunshine with Fayne Black - 
burn, Stephen Elliott,Gretchen Wal- 
ther. 


Tryouts ThisWeek 


A Adventure by Jim Davis, 
NY News, with Peggy Wood at Sharon, 
Conn, Playhouse 8/29-9/3, 


Black Monday by Reginald . 
Rose at Red Barn Theatre, North- 
port, NY 8/29-9/24 


Free As A Bird by Norma 
Macmillan with Richard Derr at 
Grist Mill Playhouse, Andover, NJ 
9/3-9. 


No More Parades -adaptation 
by Sam Hall of Ford Maddox Ford's 
Novel at Hedgreow Theatre, Moylan, 
Pa 8/28-9/9 


A Whiff of Melancholy by 
James Andrews with Nancy Kelly, 
Tod Andrews directed by Burgess 
Meredith at Bucks County Playhouse, 
New Hope, Pa 8/21-9/2 


Charm- a revue by American 
Theatre Wing members at Cape Play- 
house, Dennis Mass 8/28-9/2. 


Current Road Tours 


Milk & Honey- Shubert 


New Haven, Conn 8/26 


Sail Away- Colonial, Boston 


8/9 


Road Shows 


Two more companies of The 
Fantasticks opening. Sylvia Siegler's 
bus and truck troupe,directed by 
Ted Mann opens in Toronto Aug 28, 
and another company opens Sept 21 
at Ivar Theatre, Los Angeles ... 
Irma La Douce with Juliet Prowse 
opens Sept ll at Riveria Hotel, Las 
Vegas...Three Penny Opera with 
Gypsy Rose Lee, Scott Merrill opens 
tour Sept 19 in Toronto ...Toys in 
the Attic 36 week tour with Anne 
Revere, Constance Bennett opens 
Sept 27 in Wilmington,..The Fab - 
ulous Redhead one woman show of 
Agnes Morehead opens 12 week 
tour Sept 27 in San Francisco ... 
Lena Horne Revue a "Nine O'Clock 
Theatre" presentation of Alex Cohen- 
Andre Goulston opens tour Oct 16 
«Rhinoceros with Zero Mostel 
and Ralph Meeker to return to NY 
Sept 11-30 after Chicago run, and 
then open tour Oct 2 in San Fran - 
cisco 


London 


Lady Chatterly's Lover adapta 
ation by John Hart presented at Arts 
Theatre panned as boring by critics 
The Pirates of Penzance product- 
of Stratford, Ont, to tour England in 
Jan prior to Feb West End run .,. 
King Kong South African native mus- 
ical to tour England prior to NY pro- 
duction presented by Kermit Bloom - 
garden this winter...A Time To 
Laugh a first play by US writer Rob- 
ert Cream to be presented in Apr by 
Allen-Hodgdon Productions, Tyrone 
Guthrie director, with Ruth Gordon 
and Robert Morley. 


US Repertory 


American Repertory Theatre 
Guild productions hailed in Bogota , 
Columbia by audiences and critics 
.-.Living Theatre invited for three 
city visit by Polish government nex 
summer,..NY Repertory Company 
productions of Tennessee Williams' 
plays panned by Rio critics. 


Africa 


Joan Littlewood currently 
staging a drama in Nigeria witha 
native cast. 


"CD" digests all theatre 
material in the 2100 pages 
of 7 NY daily papers of 
the preceding week,"' CD" 
subscribers are invited 
to inquire further for 
more specific data on cur- 
rent reviews, back reviews 
5S! and out-of-town tryout re- 
views via mail, phone or 
drop by for coffee and 
facts when in NYC, 
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